
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., September 1, 2020 

at the WV Extension Office located at 115 Court Street, Kingwood, WV. 

 

 

  The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

 join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone and 

Don Smith.  Commissioner Price was absent. 

 

 

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

  

 

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:  

  

 Theresa Marthey – P. C. News & Journal       Kathy Plum – The Dominion Post  

 V.J. Davis – P. C. Health Department  Connie Ervin – Assessor                                         

 Deanna Lively     Andrew Lipscomb    

 Steven Wolford-Waterfront Group 

 

  

 No one registered prior to the meeting to address the Commission. 

 

 Commissioner Smith moved to review and pay the bills that have been properly presented 

and approved. Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Tax Correction List dated September 1, 2020 in 

the amount of $957.38 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 There were no Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or County Court Splits.   

                                      

    

 



 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
     9:03 a.m.  Preston County Health Department-COVID-19 Virus Update 
  President Stone recognized V.J. Davis, Director of the Preston County Health 

Department with a COVID-19 Update. 
  Mr. Davis reported 119 confirmed cases total.  He said the most important thing that 

they are looking at now is how many new cases we’re getting.  He said there has been a total 
of 6 new cases in the last week, which is under one new case a day.  That keeps the county 
in the green and the schools open. 

  There are currently 6 active cases and those are the ones that they are following. 
  Mr. Davis and Dr. Fred Conley met yesterday with high school teachers and staff.  

He said they have been working in close contact with the board of education on contact 
tracing to minimize anything that might happen in that regard. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
     9:10 a.m.  Steve Wolford, Waterfront Group LLC – Subdivision White Water Preserve 
  President Stone introduced Steve Wolford, Jr. representing the Waterfront Group 

regarding a new development of homes on Big Sandy Creek in the Bruceton Mills area. 
  Mr. Wolford introduced himself and let everyone know that they want to work with 

the county to be as open and transparent with their plans moving forward.  He said the 
Waterfront Group is one of the larger land development companies in the country that 
specialize in large acreage, recreational, residential communities. 

  His company purchased property from Allegheny Wood Products and divided it into 
parcels of 2 to 20 acres.  In the first phase, 54 of the 64 lots came under contract.   

  He said they are bringing in power, phone, and high-speed fiber optic internet service 
to the area.  The homes built on the properties will be nice cabins, to give more of a rustic 
feel to the development.   

  In some areas where one of the creeks or smaller bodies of water join the Big Sandy, 
they will be protecting those areas with picnic areas like a mini state park throughout the 
community.  Some of the steep areas may be left as green space for hiking trails and things 
of that nature. 

  The development and parks will be part of a private and gated community. 
  Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Wolford whether the development company would 

be willing to work with local organizations to have green space outside the community. 
  Commissioner Smith agreed this would be a great opportunity for them to work with 

Friends of the Cheat and Preston County Parks and Recreation to bring in and connect those 
green spaces as a trail network. 

  Kathy Mace offered to coordinate a meeting for Mr. Wolford with these 
organizations and others to introduce him to the community. 

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
     9:30 a.m.  Connie Ervin, Assessor – Records Management Grant 
  President Stone recognized Assessor Connie Ervin with Records Management and 

Preservation Grants. 
  Ms. Ervin came before the Commission with a request to apply for a grant to purchase 

4 desk top scanners and an additional large scanner to scan research that has already been 
done.  

  The grant is for $10,000 with a $1,000 match. 
  She said the Assessor’s Office is required by Records and Retention Management to 

retain 5 years of documents.  The office receives around 15,000 documents a year and 
those documents have to be saved for 5 years. The office staff will be going back and 
scanning 75,000 documents from past years and then keep up with the 15,000 that come 
in from year to year.   

  The large scanner is for the research that has been done since 2008.  She said they 
now have 2,700 records that they continue to reference in response to ownership concerns 
and also continue to get new concerns and new research requests every day. 

  Andy Lipscomb, Clerk in the Assessor’s Office, initiated the idea of scanning after 
handling the same documents numerous times.  He said part of the scanning of the 
research is the security of that research.  Those documents go back to 2008.  There’s a lot 
of research there and if there’s ever a fire, that’s gone.  You’ll never get that back and 
there’s a lot of reference back to the research that has been done that’s very important to 
the properties. It’s security for that information, the time to research and then also for the 
personal property documents.    

  He said it would also be a huge time saver, especially this time of year. 
  Commissioner Stone asked Ms. Ervin to check with Biff Armstrong to figure out 

how much the space, to scan 75,000 documents, would increase costs to our service or 
our network.   

  Ms. Ervin will obtain that information, write the Letter of Support and present it at 
the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     9:35 a.m.  Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Election Equipment Agreement 
 
  President Stone recognized Count Clerk, Linda Huggins, with an Election Equipment 

Agreement that was part of the HAVA Grants that were applied for and approved.  Ms. 
Huggins stated that this was an agreement to get the equipment to the county before the 
General Election.   The cost of the equipment is $26,060. 

 
  Commissioner Smith moved to approve and authorize the President to sign the Sales 

Order Agreement for election equipment.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll 
call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See 
attached.) 

   
   

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approval of Minutes –  None  
        
 
 



 

 

 
Proceedings in Vacation – August 20, 2020 thru August 26, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on August 20, 2020 through August 26, 2020 
inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 
exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and 
Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Estate Settlements – August 17, 2020 thru August 21, 2020 
 
Commissioner Smith moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and Stone 
voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 Fiduciary Commissioner - None 



 

 

 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action 

A. Rowlesburg Revitalization Committee – Request for a letter of support for a Fast Track ADA 
and Emergency Grant WV Cultural and History and the WV Commission on the Arts Program 
 
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve and sign the Letter of Support  for the Rowlesburg 
Revitalization Committee.  Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
 Commissioner Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. Update COVID-19 Virus, Policy and Procedure and Protocols 
  Ms. Mace explained that as the county moves forward in the forth coming weeks, now that 
       schools are opening, West Virginia has a tool to go by with the colored coded Matrix system.  
       This is put out every Saturday for the next week.  She said this is what everybody in Preston        
       County is looking to for advice on how they move forward as far as COVID goes. 
  With the opening of schools soon approaching, she has been speaking with V. J. Davis,     
       Director of the Preston County Health Department on looking at protocol in the office  
       buildings. 
  She proposed to the Commission to consider, starting after Labor Day, for the Annex     
      Building, the Sheriff’s Department, the Animal Shelter and the Extension Office that they begin 
      to use a new process, which would be signage.  The signage will say what color Preston County 
      is in for that week.  As long as the county stays green or yellow, the protocols will remain the     
      same.  She asks the public to respect the signage.  The custodian currently stationed at the door 
      will return to his duties. 
  If the county goes to orange, the protocols will come back in with the masks, the      
      temperature taking and the asking of questions. 
  She said the tool was key.  Now we have something to go by. 
  She also sent letters to all lessees asking them to use the Policy and Procedures Guidelines 
     for ensuring social distancing, the use of face coverings and asking the questions before entering 
     the building when holding events because there’s no guarantee what color the County will be      
     in when they want to hold an event. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kathy Mace presented the Commissioners, for their approval, the new Policy and 
Procedures guidelines pertaining to COVID-19 that will be added to the Employee Handbook.  
 The document was reviewed by the Prosecuting Attorney, the Health Department and the 
Risk Pool.  

 
  Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Policy and Procedures COVID-19 Guidelines. 
       Commissioner Stone seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners        
       Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
   

B. Approval Security Proposal for Kingwood Plaza location 
  
 Commissioner Smith moved to authorize the President to sign the Security Equipment and 
Fire Agreements for Fire and Security with Select Security.  Commissioner Stone seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion 
carried. (See attached.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

C. Approval Fire Protection Proposal for Kingwood Plaza location 
 See Administrators Report “B” for motion to approve. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
D. Budget Revisions  

 No budget revisions presented. 
 
 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 Requests for financial support are coming in.  May start discussions next week. 

 Sept. 4, 2020-President Stone ringing the  historic bell for Labor Day holiday. 
 

  
 
Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
 
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   

 
    

 
  
Information 
 

A. Minutes – July 21, 2020,  Zoom Meeting with DOH 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
 
 
Commissioners Comments 
 
Commissioner Smith     -    Wednesday evening SWA – discussing E-cycling and upcoming events 
 

- Thursday discussion of OHB Trail Network Project at Masontown trail head if 
inclement weather will be held at the Grace Baptist Church 
 

- Wednesday - Community Corrections emergency meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 At 10:24 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
                                                    
      ____________________________________ 
           Commissioner 
 
                                                                         ____________________________________ 

                          Commissioner 
       

___________________________________   
   Commissioner 
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