
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 10:30 a.m., July 21, 2020 in 

the County Commission Meeting Room in the Annex Building. 

 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, Dave 

Price and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator. 

  

 The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:    

  

 V.J. Davis, Director - Preston County Health Department                 

            Biff Armstrong-IT 

 Connie Ervin-Assessor 

  Deanna Lively  

 Angie Whetsell       

 

 

 

 

           Commissioner Price moved to authorize payment of all properly presented and 

 approved invoices.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

 with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

Commissioner Price moved to approve the Tax Correction List, dated July 21, 2020 in the 

amount of $17.56 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

There were no Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or County Court Splits. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  

10:33 a.m.  -  Preston County Health Department-COVID-19 Virus Update 
  Commission President Stone introduced V.J. Davis-Director of the Preston County 

Health Department with a COVID-19 update. 
  Mr. Davis reported this morning in West Virginia there are 5,161 cases with 101 

deaths.  In Preston County, there are 92 positive cases; 22 probable cases; 2 deaths; 95 
recoveries and 17 active cases, the lowest it’s been in a while. 

  He said they had the community testing event last weekend.  In the two days they 
tested 730 individuals.  Out of the 730, there were 3 positive results. One of the individuals 
was from Preston County, one from Marion County, and one from Taylor County.  He said 
they had a very good turnout and things went well. 

  Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Davis what kind of funding the health department is 
receiving from the state level during this pandemic? 

  Mr. Davis said the only additional funding that they have received was a CDC grant 
that was sent to the State of West Virginia as a response to COVID-19. The grant is in the 
amount of $60,000.00.  They have already received $30,000.00 and will receive the balance 
at some point. 

  He said so far, they have spent about $80,000.00 in response to COVID-19 and 
received $60,000.00 from the state. They also have a threat preparedness grant that they are 
shifting things to and have the ability to apply for funds through the CARES funds. 

  Most of their expenses are for salaries for employees. 
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
  
   
 
   
 

Approval of Minutes –  None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Proceedings in Vacation – July 9, 2020 through July 15, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, July 9, 2020 through July 15, 2020 
inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 
exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 
 

 
 
 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Estate Settlements – July 6, 2020 thru July 10, 2020 
 
Commissioner Price moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner – None 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action  
 
 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
 
 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 
 

A. Update COVID-19 Virus 
 
 Ms. Mace has submitted an application with the CARES funding. She said similar 
to Mr. Davis’ situation, staff has been diverted significantly in response to COVID-19 
and this is some of her request.  She will be working together with Mr. Davis on what 
he would like to submit.  
 
      She said he also has a PPE grant that he is working simultaneously with the 
county’s PPE money to stockpile. 
 
  Ms. Mace said the facilities continue to monitor people that come in and she will 
be working with the health department to determine how long to proceed with the  
practice.   She said they want to welcome people back when they feel it’s appropriate 
and safer for everyone. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Preston County Commission will meet July 28, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Extension Office on Court Street, Kingwood. 
 There will be a 10:00 a.m. appointment with an Attorney from Bowles Rice, 
requesting an initial order and public hearing for PSD#4 and Bruceton Water to merge. 
  
 
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

B. Approve request for reimbursement Homeland Security Grant Sheriff’s Department 
 Ms. Mace presented a request for reimbursement for a Homeland Security Grant 
for the Preston County Sheriff’s Department for the purchase of laptop computers in 
the amount of $45,000.00. 
 Commissioner Price moved for the President to be authorized to sign the Homeland 
Security Grant.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 
with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 
attached.) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

C. Approve letter of support for Arthurdale Heritage Smithsonian exhibit, Crossroads 
through the Museum on Main Street Program 
 
 Ms. Mace presented a letter of support for Arthurdale Heritage, Inc. to host a 
traveling Smithsonian Exhibit, Crossroads through the Museum about rural America. 
 

   Commissioner Price moved to sign the Letter of Support for Arthurdale Heritage  
       and help promote rural America.   Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll  
       call vote was taken with  Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion  
       carried. (See attached.) 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

D. Budget Revisions 
 
  Kathy Mace presented budget revisions for the Preston County Commission, OEM, 
and the Sheriff’s Department. 
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve all the budget revisions as they have been 
presented by Kathy Mace.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
(See attached.) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 

 Entered into a contract with The Mills Group for drawings on the Preston 
County Animal Shelter for a new roof and a shed type facility for a large animal 
seizure.  Once the drawings are brought forward the bidding will start on the 
project.  Funds for the project will be paid with proceeds from the Delores Ryan 
Estate. 

 Paying final bills for last fiscal year.  Numbers will be presented for carryover 
and the end of the year next week. 

 Zoom Meeting this afternoon at 1:00 p.m. with the DOH.  A list of roads was 
presented to the DOH for discussion and three additional roads were added to 
the original list after receiving some phone calls. 

      
 

 
Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   
 

A. Minutes – June 15,16,17, 2020 and June 23,24, 2020 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
                        
Commissioners Comments 
 
            Commissioner Smith had a CVB meeting this morning.  He said as expected the June 2020 lodging 
receipts were at a new low of $40,000 for June, which is 69% below last year’s amount. For the first quarter 
of the year, there was a 36% increase in the lodging and motel tax that were taken in.  The second quarter 
was at a 55% decrease from last year.  He said it shows that COVID-19 has really affected the tourism in 
our area. 
 
            He also participated in the Association of Counties virtual annual meeting yesterday. 
 
            He spoke with Lynn Phillips from the Governor’s office about the Bruceton Dam Project and he 
said right now there’s nobody that has the funding to make that happen.  It was suggested to try to get 
different agencies to put in a little bit of money and try to cobble together the amount needed for the project. 
            A zoom meeting or conference call may be scheduled in the near future to discuss options. 
             
              
 
  
 At 11:02 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
                                                    
      ____________________________________ 
           Commissioner 
 
                                                                         ____________________________________ 
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   Commissioner 
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