
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Special Session at 9:00 a.m., March 26, 2020 in 

the County Commission Meeting Room. 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present  

to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:    Dave Price, Don 

Smith and Samantha Stone. 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, Interim Administrator, and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

 

The following registered their attendance for the meeting:   

 William Armstrong, and V.J. Davis, Preston County Health Department Director. 

 

    The meeting was presented via live stream through the Preston County Commission 

 Facebook page.                     

              

         Commissioner Price moved to approve and pay the bills as they have been presented. 

 Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 

 Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

  Commissioner Price moved for the President to sign the Tax Correction List as presented 

 by Kathy Mace for Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll  

 call vote was taken with Commissioner Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

   

There were no Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or County Court Splits. 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  

9:03 a.m.     Preston County Health Department Update on COVID-19 Virus 
 
      Commissioner Stone recognized V.J. Davis, P.C. Health Department Director, 

with an update on the COVID-19 Virus. 
      Mr. Davis had just recently put out a press release and said contrary to what the 

report on WV DHHR website says Preston County has a second positive case.  He 
corrected that to say that Preston County does not have a second positive case.  
Preston County is still at one and to explain this he said the individual that was 
confirmed positive has a permanent address in Preston County, but they do not reside 
in Preston County.  They reside in another county and are in the process of moving 
that number to that county. 

      The press release also gave some common-sense measures for the public to 
continue doing to stay safe such as staying home if you can, social distancing, wash 
hands, anything that can be done to prevent the spread of this virus. 



      A test site has been set up by Preston Memorial Hospital in the Kingwood 
Elementary parking lot all week.  The site is open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily 
and may close early if there are no appointments scheduled. 

      Persons should call 304-329-7285 for a pre-screening before going to the site.  
The pre-screening process goes over some questions to determine if the person meets 
the criteria.  The individual never gets out of their car.  They roll down the window 
enough to do the proper sampling, roll the window up and leave.  Samples are then 
sent to the lab. 

       Statewide he reported there are 51 positive cases in 16 counties.  He noted that 
18 of the 51 positive cases are in Morgantown, with 16 of those being at the nursing 
home. 

        He also said that the individual that tested positive in Preston County, that 
transmission did not happen in Preston County.  The investigation revealed that the 
individual contracted the virus outside of Preston County.  That person is under 
isolation and treatment at their home and all the family members in the house have 
also been quarantined for 14 days and have been very cooperative. 

 
       Commissioner Price thanked Mr. Davis for all he has been doing.  The 

commissioner said Preston County owes him a virtual hug. 
        
 
 Commissioner Smith and Commissioner Price then asked Mr. Davis a few questions 

to clarify some things: 
 

1.  Q:  What does a business do if an employee test positive or an employee’s household 
 member tests positive? 
 A.   If an individual is being tested, by meeting the criteria, and goes to the testing site they are   
 given information to quarantine themselves until test results come back, for 14 days. 

 
2.   Q:  How long do test results take? 

 A:  It depends on where the tests are sent.  It can take 3 to 11 days and depends on the number 
 of tests they are receiving at a given time.  
 

3.   Q:  Does regular soap work just as well as anti-bacterial soap? 
  A:  Washing hands with any kind of soap and hot water for 20 seconds is effective. 
 

4.   Q: How many have been tested: 
  A:  Hard to say, they are not required to report unless there’s a positive.  

  
 
 
 
 

Approval of Minutes –  March 3, 2020 
        Commissioner Price made a motion to approve the minutes of  March 3, 2020. Commissioner Smith 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  
Motion carried.  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proceedings in Vacation -March 12, 2020 through March 18, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Price moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, March 12, 2020 thru March 18, 2020 



inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 
exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 

 

 
 
 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 



Estate Settlements – August 23, 2019 thru March 13, 2020 
 
Commissioner Price moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Estate Settlements – 10 Days 
    O.W. & Bell Ringer Memorial Fund 
  



 
 
 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner – None 
 
 
 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action 
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. 2020-2021 Budget-Tentative Approval 
    Kathy Mace asked to move forward with a tentative approval of the 2020-2021 

budget that has been provided. 
   Ms. Mace then asked Commission President Stone to give an overview of what 
the budget contains. 

  President Stone began by saying that the budget process is lengthy and difficult 
and thanked Commissioner Smith and Commissioner Price for their dedication in the 
process and also all the elected officials and mostly the County Administrator and the 
staff in the Commission Office that work diligently around the clock to bring this 
together to make sure that all the elected officials are funded.  Thanks to everyone that 
had a hand it it. 
   She said that it is a difficult process in the way that things have been trending over 
the last few years with tax revenues, slightly declining year after year. 
   The general county budget is $8,429,531 and  Coal Severance is $130,000. There 
is no increase in the levy rate. 
   She said the regional jail cost continues to be a huge ticket item and a burden for 
the county.  



   The budget does not contain a percentage raise for county employees, however, 
for the 2020-2021 budget they did adjust salaries with the current budget for 
maintenance, custodial, administration, and the animal shelter. 
   The 911 budget will also have salary adjustments.  For the County Commission, 
salary adjustments were made to equalize the salaries due to an increase to a very 
limited staff and for the County Commission Administration, the budget for personnel 
went down. 
   This year will be the first year that the county will have a central garage budget, 
created to run the counties vehicle fleet to make it easier to track and easier to manage 
to determine if leasing vehicles is in the best interest of the taxpayers. 
   The 2020-2021 budget does not contain funds for additional vehicles for any 
departments.  
   It does include:  New software to bring all departments an exchange for email 
addresses. 
 
 
Special projects for constitutional offices: 
  

 Funding to replace expired or soon to expire bullet proof vests for officers, 
process servers and utility officers 

 Software for 911-IamResponding.com-benefits fire departments and 
ambulance squads in the county 

 Computers for Secretaries at Sheriff’s Office 

 Funding for promotions for deputies 

 Funding for VOCA Grant 

 Funding for Software for the Prosecutors Office 

 Funding for Contracted Services Forensic and Interview for Prosecutors 
Office 

 Funding for Extraditions set aside for grant opportunities as they may arise 

 Ambulance Squads-$3,000.00/each 

 Soil Conservation-$3,000.00 
 
The Hotel/Motel Tax is a restricted fund by State Code. 
 Mountaineer Country-50% 
 Preston County Parks & Recreation-33% 
 Beautification-12% 
 Arts, Tourism & Historic Sites-5% 
 
 
 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to tentativley approve and sign the 2020-2021 budget. 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote with Commissioners Smith, 
Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Policies and Procedures Regarding Covid-19-Virus 
 Kathy Mace spoke of some of  the things being done in County Government 
to continue to serve the public and at the same time keep the social distancing and 
keep everyone healthy. 



 She said 50% or more of the county employees are working from home due 
to the coronavirus and measures have been taken to make sure that it is well 
documented in case there was an opportunity to recoup some of the costs. 
 She gave kudos to the employees for working together for the good and 
taking on some extra duties. 
 As for now, everyone is working in the office, on call or from home.  This 
will be reviewed weekly. 
 As for the election, early voting and poll worker training have always been 
done at the 911 Center and a change in location had to be made to protect the 
environment.  They will soon be entering into an agreement with the owner of the 
plaza.  They are working to be able to occupy the space the first week of April thru 
the first week of May. 
 The space is located in the corner mall at the Kingwood Plaza and owned 
by Mr. Craig Phillips.  She said he has been very coooperative, doing some 
modifications and the cost will not exceed $2,000.00 for everything. 
 Senator Manchin gave the county an identification of need.  The 
commission office participated in requesting some masks, gloves and hand 
sanitizer.The Health Department and OEM also participated. 
 A prior decision was made to review things weekly and cancel the meetings 
for the rest of March and only hold special session meetings so they can continue to 
pay vendors, approve payroll and conduct routine business.  
 
The next meeting dates are scheduled for:  
 

 Tuesday, April 14, 2020-Special Session with no appointments, 
routine business and updates from the Health Department and any 
significant updates.   

 Tuesday, April 21, 2020 -to set levy rate 

 Tuesday, April 28, 2020-routine bill paying and payroll 
 
. 
                

 
C. Update of location for poll worker training/early voting and Fee increase for 

use of precincts 
    Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the clerks request to  
   increase the fees for use of precinct polling locations from $75.00 to $125.00.   
   Commisioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with   
   Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes. Motion carried. 
     
    Commissioner Smith made a motion to change the location for poll  
   worker training and early voting to the Kingwood Plaza from the 911 Center.   
   Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with   
   Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
    
    Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the renting of the plaza  
   facility for early voting and poll worker training from April 29th thru May 9, 2020 
   not to exceed $2,000.00.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call  
   vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion  
   carried. 
    Ms. Mace has also been in touch with the Risk Pool to make sure that the  
   election equipment would be covered outside of the Commissions location and  
   added  Mr. Philips as an additional insured. 
  
 

D. Budget Revisions 
    Kathy Mace presented budget revisions to take $10,000 out of   
   contingencies to put into a special line item labeled COVID-19 for materials  



   and supplies and an internal revision to make sure her position is out of the right  
   line item, from salaries to extra help. 

Commissioner Price moved to approve the budget revisions as presented by 
Interim Administrator Kathy Mace for the County Commission. Commissioner 
Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, 
Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
  Commissioner Smith made a motion to set April 14th, April 21st, and April 
28th as special sessions to conduct routine County Commission business.  
Commissioenr Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 



 Notices will continue to be posted outside the Annex door, on the website 
and also on Facebook. 

  
                          

 
 

Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
 
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   

 
    

  
Information 
 

A. Minutes-March 10, 2020 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
   Ms. Mace reminds the public to keep in touch with online services to keep  
  everyone up to date.  They have also linked everybody on the website, and Facebook  
  to the Health Department for one stop shopping.   
                        
Commissioners Comments 
 Commission President Stone reminds everyone that live streaming is new territory that the 
Commission has not yet treaded to date but do have a responsibility to keep the public informed and the 
meetings are open to the public.  Calls will be received in the commission office by calling 304-329-1805. 
  
 The Commissioners also encourage everyone to complete their Census. 
  
  
 
 
  
 At 10:02 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
                                                    
      ____________________________________ 
           Commissioner 
 
                                                                         ____________________________________ 

                          Commissioner 
       

___________________________________   
   Commissioner 
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