
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 5:30 p.m., July 7, 2020 in the 

County Commission Meeting Room in the Annex Building. 

 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, Dave 

Price and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator and Linda Huggins, County Clerk. 

  

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:    

  

 V.J. Davis, Director - Preston County Health Department                 

            Biff Armstrong-IT 

 Connie Ervin-Assessor 

  Deanna Lively        

 

 

 

 

           Commissioner Price moved to authorize payment of all properly presented and 

 approved invoices.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

 with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Tax Correction List, dated July 7, 2020 in the 

amount of $677.80 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Price seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

There were no Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or County Court Splits. 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 



 
  

5:33 p.m.  -  Preston County Health Department-COVID-19 Virus Update 
  Commission President Stone introduced V. J. Davis, Administrator of the Preston 

County Health Department with a COVID-19 virus update. 
  Mr. Davis reported that there are no additional cases.  In Preston County there are 73 

confirmed; 16 probables; 2 deaths; 73 recovered and 14 active cases. 
  He feels that the county is getting to the end of the outbreak from the beach travel.  
  The Governor, yesterday, signed an Executive Order requiring face coverings for 9 

years and older and for indoor spaces where social distancing is not possible. 
  He stressed that this is not a health department rule to regulate, it’s the Governor’s 

Executive Order. 
  Community testing will be Friday and Saturday, July 10th and 11th, 2020 at Kingwood 

Elementary School from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day.  This is a drive- thru testing, open 
to anyone with a valid ID.  The test is a nasal swab with results back in 36 to 72 hours. 

 
 
 
 
 
  Commissioner President Stone at this time addressed Old Business, a discussion on 

the hiring freeze and non-essential spending freeze.  See page 6 of this document. 
 
 
 
 
 
5:35 p.m. – Linda Huggins, County Clerk – Regarding vacant office positions and employee 

raises 
  President Stone introduced Linda Huggins, County Clerk regarding vacant office 

positions and employee raises. 
  Clerk Huggins thanked the Commission for lifting the hiring freeze.  She said her 

office did a lot of struggling through the election process and mentioned that as far as her 
operating expenses, basically what’s in her budget is what is needed to run the office.  She 
said what is unpredictable is the election.  This year she was able to get the money 
reimbursed.  She also asked for the Commissioners to consider raises for the employees. 

  Commissioner Stone assured the clerk that they always look at recommendations and 
requests as far as salaries go. 

 
  Connie Ervin said because of the work of the offices is the reason why the budget is 

coming in a little better than expected.  She said a lot is due to the supplementals that they 
have worked hard to do every day. 

   
   
 
   
 

Approval of Minutes –  June 2, 2020 
 
        Commissioner Smith moved to approve the minutes of June 2, 2020. Commissioner Price seconded 
the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion 
carried.  
        
 
Proceedings in Vacation - June 25, 2020 through July 1, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, June 25, 2020 through July 1, 2020 



inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 
exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 
 

 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Estate Settlements – June 22, 2020 thru June 25, 2020 
 
Commissioner Price moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner – None 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action - Discussion on Hiring Freeze and Non-Essential Spending 
    Freeze 
   After a lengthy discussion regarding the hiring freeze and non-essential spending, 
    Commissioner Price moved to lift the hiring freeze that was implemented April 1,  
    2020.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with  
    Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
   



   No action was taken on the non-essential spending freeze at this time.  It will   
      stay on the agenda for the next two weeks. 
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action -  Discussion of September 25, 2020 Holiday 
 

         Commissioner  Price moved to make September 25, 2020 a work day, Courthouse    
open, not a holiday in 2020.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. Update COVID-19 Virus 
 Ms. Mace says things basically are the same.  Some of the social distancing signs 
have been refreshed.  She reminds those coming into the county buildings that since 
masks are mandatory now to come prepared to enter the facilities. 
 She sent pleas to the Governor’s office asking for help for the volunteer fire 
departments and EMS through the CARES funding.  The reply that she received was 
that doesn’t  seem to be an avenue right now. 
 She applied for CARES funding for some reimbursement for salaries for those that 
had to be redirected from regular duties due to COVID-19. She’s had no response to 
her request. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

B. PMSi (Pest Management Services Incorporated)-Pest Control Agreement 
  
         Ms. Mace asked for permission to move forward on a pest control maintenance 
agreement for the animal shelter in the amount of $85.00/quarter or $340.00/yr. 

 
    Commissioner Price moved to approve and authorize the President to sign 
                              the commercial pest control agreement with Pest Management Services  Inc.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was  taken with 
Commissioners Price, Smith  and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 (See attached.) 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C. Clarification on Mills Group Contract for roof project at Preston County Animal 
Shelter 
 The $1,150.00 was a retainer, it was not an error in the contract. 

 
D. Update on HVAC controller project for the Preston County Courthouse 

 The controller project is near completion.   H.E. Neumann will return to make sure 
that they have remote access to the air handler and equipment. The project should be 
complete by the end of the week. 
 

 
E. Budget Revisions 

 
  Kathy Mace presented budget revisions for Prosecuting Attorney Mel Snyder . 
 
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the budget revision for the Prosecuting 
Attorney.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
F. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 July 21, 2020-Zoom Meeting with DOH; 1:00 p.m. 
 



 Ms. Mace has been working on a lease for property for Community 
Corrections.  She spoke with Prosecuting Attorney Mel Snyder, he says it’s 
good.  She also provided it to the Risk Pool for their approval.  She said it 
will cause an increase in the premium to protect the contents of the building 
but the increase will be passed along to the Community Corrections 
Program and they are willing to take on any cost that relates to this 
property.   She hopes to have an answer from the Risk Pool by the end of 
the week so it can be presented to the Commission for review and approval 
at the next meeting. 
 

 Relating to COVID-19, Ms. Mace requested an Executive Session for 
personnel where names will be mentioned and no action is anticipated. 
 
 At 6:21 p.m., Commissioner Price moved to go into Executive 
Session to talk about a COVID-19 related personnel issue.  Commissioner 
Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 
Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Those in attendance for the first Executive Sesssion were 
Commissioners Stone, Smith and Price and Kathy Mace, Administrator. 

 
 
     EXECUTIVE SESSION 
    
   At 6:26 p.m., Commissioner Price moved to leave Executive  
  Session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was  
  taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion  
  carried. 
 

                   Commission President Stone advised that no action was taken as a  
  result of the Executive Session. 
 
 

 
 

Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
 
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   
                          Executive Session on a contractual/lease agreement Kingwood Plaza 

 
    
         At 6:27 p.m., Commissioner Smith moved to go into Executive Session for a legal 
matter to discuss a contractual/lease agreement with Kingwood Plaza.  Commissioner 
Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
   
    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
        Those in attendance for the second Executive Session of the meeting were all three 
Commissioners and Kathy Mace, Administrator. 
        At 6:44 p.m., Linda Huggins, County Clerk entered the Executive Session. 
 
        At 6:51 p.m., Commissioner Smith moved to leave Executive Session and reenter 
open session.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
       Commissioner Price moved to move forward with working on a lease and a contract 
on that space at the Kingwood Plaza and see where we come out. Commissioner Smith 



seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and 
Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 
    

  
Information 
 

A. Minutes – June 15, 2020 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
  
                       
Commissioners Comments 
 
 Commissioner Stone said she constantly gets calls regarding the roads and believes they need 
to continue to keep the pressure on the DOH, especially for the secondary roads. 
 She received a message from Darby Clayton, DOH District #4 Engineer that stated, effective 
immediately, he has taken another position as the Assistant to the State Highway Operations.  Mr. Michael 
Cronin will be taking over for Mr. Clayton.  She said Mr. Clayton will still continue to oversee some things 
here and she looks forward to keeping the lines of communication open under Mr. Cronin’s watch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 At 7:15 p.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
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