
  
 
 

 
    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., May 26, 2020 in the 

County Commission Meeting Room in the Annex Building. 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, Dave 

Price and Samantha Stone. 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator. 

  

 

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:    

  

 

 V.J. Davis, Director - Preston County Health Department  

 Connie Ervin-Assessor 

 Biff Armstrong-IT Specialist 

 Angie Whetsell 

 Deanna Lively                

                 

 

 

 

           Commissioner Price moved to authorize payment of all properly presented and 

 approved invoices.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

 with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

 

There was no Tax Correction List, Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or 

County Court Splits. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  



9:03 a.m.  - Preston County Health Department-COVID-19 Virus Update 
  Commissioner Stone introduced V.J. Davis, Director of the Preston County Health 

Department with an update on the COVID-19 Virus. 
  Mr. Davis said there were 1,782 COVID-19 cases in West Virginia with 73 deaths 

and a positive percentage of 2.05%.   
  In Preston County, there are 17 confirmed positive cases with 2 new cases over the 

weekend and 5 probable cases, 10 recovered and 11 active cases. 
  Probable’s are considered people that have had contact with a confirmed case and 

meet the clinical criteria for symptoms of the coronavirus.  He said these people are not sent 
out for testing so as not to expose other people to the virus.  They are already quarantined 
for 14 days and living with someone that has tested positive and more than likely they have 
it and there’s no point in testing them. 

  He asked for people to make smart decisions all day long, every day and said wearing 
a mask is one of the most effective ways to prevent spreading the virus. 

 
 
   
 

Approval of Minutes –  May 5, 2020         
 
        Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of  May 5, 2020.  Commissioner Price 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  
Motion carried.  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 At 9:14 a.m. Kathy Mace requested an Emergency Executive Session for a legal matter with the 
Prosecuting Attorney. 
 Commissioner Price moved to go into  Emergency Executive Session with  Prosecuting Attorney 
Mel Snyder for a legal matter.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
     EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 At 9:25 a.m., following the Executive Session Commissioner Price moved to leave the Executive 
Session and return to open session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 
with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 Commission President advised no action is being taken as a result of the Executive Session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proceedings in Vacation – May 14, 2020 through May 20, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, May 14, 2020 thru May 20, 2020 inclusive, 



and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 
objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Estate Settlements – May 14, 2020 thru May 14, 2020 
 



Commissioner Smith moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and 
Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner – None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action – Review hiring and spending freeze 
 Commission President Stone asked for a discussion on the hiring and spending freeze first 
implemented April 1, 2020. 
 Commissioner Price feels that for now things should stay as they are.  Keep with the freeze in 
every way possible in every office possible. 



  Kathy Mace stated at least until June when they close out the fiscal year to determine the impact. 
 Assessor Connie Ervin had previously requested permission to hire.  She wanted to make 
everyone understand that this position was under advertisement already and was not a new position.  
            It was a position that she was in the process of of replacing.  She said she could have hired already 
but chose not to.  She said the money was there and the position counts for about 2 ½ million dollars in 
revenue for the county.  If she is not able to hire she will have to take employees from other positions to 
fill that position, and then that positon that she’s taking from are positons that serve the public.   Positions 
that take care of people that come into the office or call on the phone, their everyday business. 
 Commissioner Price suggested that she let customers know that during this time her office is 
working with fewer people to save them money and it may take a little longer to do business. 
  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. Update COVID-19 Virus 
 Kathy Mace explained that to help the tax office and the assessors office in these 
difficult times that she would like for them to do some YouTube videos, newspaper 
articles and advertising to help people understand what they can do to be prepared 
when they bring things into the offices to reduce the wait considerably  
 For instance, having their check prepared, the back of the card filled out with 
insurance information and how to fill out the Assessors brochure that will be coming 
out around July 1st. 
 She would also like to do something online to show the public how to navigate the 
websites better. 
 All in all she feels things are going well and says we must remain vigilant. 
  
  
  

B. Appoint Barb Thorn – Community Corrections as a board member 
 Commissioner Price moves to appoint Barb Thorn to the Community Corrections 
Board.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

    
 
 

C. Update on Tunnelton underpass 
 Commissioner Price suggested writing a letter to the DOH, Brent Walker and our 
local representatives regarding getting a progress report on the Tunnelton underpass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Discuss Election Night Procedures for Recording and Reporting Results 
 Ms. Mace discussed how election night results would be handled through the 
clerk’s office.  
  She said due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions placed on county 
buildings, election night will be viewed live stream through the Commissions facebook 



page for transparency from the County Clerk’s Office, with no audio, beginning from 
when the polls close to when the results are final. 
 The results will be posted on the County Commissions website. 
 Reminder:   early voting starts tomorrow, May 27, 2020  at the Kingwood Plaza, 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m ; Saturday 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. through June 6th. 
 Commission President Stone asked that the results also be posted on the front doors 
of the Annex Building. 
  

 
 

E. Approve Rackspace Contract 
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Rackspace Contract for the Email 
migration in the amount of $8,940.00.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A 
roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  
Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

F. Budget Revisions 
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the budget revision as presented by Kathy 
Mace for OEM/911.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was 
taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See 
attached.) 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
G. Miscellaneous Correspondence  

 

 Sending out notices about final budget revisions, due by June 15th, 2020 

 Ms. Mace received a letter from Ima Thomas and the Terra Alta  Public 
Library requesting financial support 

 Dive team has been added to the Iamresponding system and will be added 
to the new contract for the next fiscal year 

 
 

 
Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
 



Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   
 
    

  
 
Information 
 

A. Minutes – None 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
  
                       
Commissioners Comments 
 
Commissioner Price received information over the weekend on the Reedsville dam and said the flow has 
met and exceeded their fondest wishes for PSD#1. They are switching over and said customers may, since 
the water supply is good, experience interruptions because they will be doing a lot of flushing.  
 
Commissioner Smith acknowledged Preston High Knights for winning the 2020 West Virginia Helmet 
Tournament by beating out the Princeton Tigers.  They will move on to represent the state in the national 
tournament. 
 
Commissioner Smith also announced the County Commission Association’s County Government Essay 
Contest winners from Preston County were second place winner Sophia Soreno and honorable mention 
went to Lora Moreland.  Both girls are from West Preston School and their teacher is Mrs. Angela Knisell. 
Congratulations to both of them! 
 
Kathy Mace congratulated Commissioner Stone’s son, Carson, for being named a Golden Horseshoe 
winner. 
 
Commissioner Stone gave a brief road update.  They are currently working on Fox Road in the Aurora area. 
Extra funding came in and went to District 4. For answers to specific questions call the DOH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 At 10:22 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
 
 
                                                    
      ____________________________________ 
           Commissioner 
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