
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., May 12, 2020 in the 

County Commission Meeting Room in the Annex Building. 

 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, Dave 

Price and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator. 

  

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:    

  

 

 V.J. Davis, Director - Preston County Health Department                 

                 

 

 

 

 

           Commissioner Price moved to authorize payment of all properly presented and 

 approved invoices.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

 with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

There were no Tax Corrections, Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or County 

Court Splits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  

9:03 a.m.  -  Preston County Health Department-COVID-19 Virus Update 
  Commissioner Stone introduced V.J. Davis, Director of the Preston County Health 

Department with an update on the COVID-19 Virus. 
  Mr. Davis gave an update on the worldwide statistics of COVID-19 and said 

currently that are over 4 million cases and over 283,000 deaths.  
  In the United States there are 1.3 million cases with just under 80,000 deaths. In West 

Virginia there are currently 1,369 positive cases; 57 deaths and the positive percentage is 
running at 2.13% and that is better than all the states around us and West Virginia is testing 
more than all the states around us. 

  He said next Thursday, May 21, 2020additional facilities would be opening up 
around the state.  Indoor dining at restaurants will open up at 50% capacity, large retail 
specialty stores, state park campgrounds will open up to instate only, outdoor recreation 
rentals as well as outdoor motorsport and power sport racing with no spectators.   

  He would like to see more people wearing masks or have them. They are good for 
when you go indoors and aren’t able to maintain the 6ft. distancing or passing a lot of 
people. 

  If you would happen to have the virus it would reduce your chance of giving it to 
someone else by 70% or can reduce your chance of getting the virus by 30%. 

   
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approval of Minutes –  March 17, 18, 19 and 20, 2020 Budget Work Sessions and March 18, 2020   
        Emergency Session and April 21, 2020 
 
        Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of  March 17, 18, 19, 20, 2020 for the 
Budget Work Sessions and March 18, 2020 for the Emergency Session. Commissioner Price seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proceedings in Vacation -April 30, 2020 through May 6, 2020 
 



Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, April 30, 2020 thru May 6, 2020 inclusive, 
and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 
objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 
 

 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Estate Settlements – April 27, 2020 thru April 30, 2020 
 



Commissioner Price moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner – None 
 
 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action 
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action 



A. Public Defender Corporation request- re-appoint Kathy Mace as a board member – 
three year term expiring June 30, 2023 
 

    Commissioner Price moved to reappoint Kathy Mace to the Public  
    Defender Corporation board for a three year term to expire June 30, 2023.  

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.                                                  

 
B. Building Commission – re-appoint Vicki Jenkins as a board member – three-year term 

expiring May 31, 2025 
 
Appointment tabled until next meeting. 
       

C. Preston County Board of Health request – re-appoint Rosemary Houser as a board 
member – five-year term expiring June 30, 2025 
 
Appointment tabled until next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. Update COVID-19 Virus 
 Kathy Mace updated the commission on protocols that will be in place relating to 
the reopening of the county buildings on Monday, May 18, 2020. 
 

   She said due to the restrictions there is a limit to the number of people that  
        can be in the building at one time and for that reason she has requested that the  
        Commission meetings continue the same (to use Facebook)  at least through May and  
        also the first meeting in June.  
 
   The handicapped entrance in the back of the building will be used for gaining  
       entrance into the Annex and the exit will be through the front doors. 
 
   Ms. Mace said the public, employees and vendors will need to wear a face   
        covering to enter the Annex.  Each person will be screened before entering the building               
        by someone at the door.  (See attached COVID-19 Screening Protocol).  
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   An employee protocol has also been established. (See attached). 
 
 

 
 
 
   Commissioner Smith moved to allow Kathy Mace to move forward with the  
      protocols for the employees and visitors to enter all county buildings.  Commissioner  



      Price  seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith,  
                 Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
  
   Some signs were purchased to indicate where to stand to help visitors comply 
       with the social distancing. 
   
   The hours of operation for the Annex will be Monday thru Friday to walk in traffic 
       from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The court house will be open on Monday’s   
                  until 5:30 p.m., however, closed to the public unless by appointment. 
 
        She said they are still encouraging customers to use the online services,  the postal 
                  service, and to call and make appointments to limit the number of people in the  
                  building. 
 
   Ms. Mace asked for the approval to hire Rich McCrobie, a former DNR officer and 
       former city police officer for security at the door at a rate of $15.00/hr.,  not to   
       exceed 40 hours a week. 

 
   Commissioner Smith moved to hire Rich McCrobie at $15.00/hr. to begin Monday, 
                  May 18, 2020 as security for the Annex during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Commission 
                  Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
       and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Request for Reimbursement Homeland Security Grant laptop computers for law 
enforcement 
 
 Ms. Mace presented a request for reimbursement from the Department of Military 
Affairs and Public Safety Homeland Security Grant for  mobile computers for the 
Preston County Sheriff’s Department in the amount of $45,000. 
 
 Commissioner Price moved to authorize the President to sign the Homeland 
Security Grant for computers for the Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Smith seconded 
the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone 
voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Update on Primary Election Center 
 The health department director went to the Election Center at the Kingwood Plaza 
and checked out the facility to make sure it would be in compliance with the new 
protocols set in place. 
 Security will be in before early voting begins for the equipment. 
  

 
D. Budget Revisions 

  Kathy Mace presented a budget revision needed by the Preston County 
Commission for email migration. 



 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the budget revision for the email 
migration.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

E. Miscellaneous Correspondence 
  



 Continue to look at the boards that the Commissioners serve on and boards that 
the commission has responsibilities to put members on. One is the Community 
Corrections board and there’s a vacancy on the Board of Education and also an 
at large vacancy.  

 Ms.Mace received a request from the County Commissioners Association to 
provide information on revenue shortfalls for volunteer fire departments.  She 
has reached out to the association President and asked for a compilation from 
March 16, 2020 thru December 31, 2020. She asked Duane Hamilton to get 
with the EMS Association to get their information to pass along. 

 
 
 
 

 
Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
 
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   

 
    

  
Information 
 

A. Minutes-April 28, April 29, 2020 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
  
                       
Commissioners Comments 
 
Commissioner Smith said the deadline to file the census is now due and he thinks they will begin sending 
field reps out in August. He stressed how important it is to complete the Census and thanked the newspapers 
for getting the word out. 
 
 
Commissioner Price said according to Danny Layton, PSD#1 the water in the dam at Reedsville is up to 29 
½ ft.  As of May 11, 2020, it has been gaining about 2 ½ ft. per day.  They hope to flow test on Friday 
and/or next Monday for the contractor and then hope to be back on Impoundment #1 by the end of next 
week. 
 
 
Commissioner Stone said this week is National Police Week May 11-15, 2020 and stated the flag has been 
lowered to half-staff to recognize the fallen officers locally and nationally. On Friday, May 15, 2020, the 
historic bell, on the courthouse lawn, will be rung at noon. 
 
 
Commission President Stone also wants to thank State and Federal officials for “The Win”, referring to the 
combined team effort to stop the transfer of inmates to the Hazelton Facility in Preston County and into the 
State of WV. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 At 9:58 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
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