
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 
 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Special Session at 9:00 a.m., April 21, 2020 in the 

County Commission Meeting Room. 

 

The meeting was streamed via live through the Preston County Commission Facebook 

page. 

  The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

 join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:  Samantha Stone, 

Dave Price and Don Smith. 

 

Also present was Kathy Mace, Interim Administrator. 

  

The following person registered their attendance during the meeting:  V.J. Davis, Director-Preston 

County Health Department     

 

 Commissioner Price moved to review the bills and pay those that are properly presented and 

approved. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 

Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 There were no Tax Corrections, Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or 

County Court Splits.                                      

            

 

 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  
 
9:03 a.m.   Officially Set 2020-2021 Tax Levy Rates 
 
                   President Stone noted that the Levy Rates had not increased. 
 

      Commissioner Price moved to approve the Levy Rates as set forth by Commission 
President Stone.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:04 a.m.   Preston County Health Department and County Commissioners Update on 
                  COVID-19 Virus 

  President Stone introduced V. J. Davis with an update on the coronavirus. 
 



  Mr. Davis stated that Preston County currently has 12 positive cases.  Of those,  
                 3 people have recovered, 7 are isolating at home, one is in the hospital and one has died. 

  
  He said this past week they implemented the legislative rule for businesses that 

was put out on the number of people that are allowed in a business at one time.  Two 
people allowed per 1000 square feet unless it’s a grocery store and then 3 people per 1000 
square feet. 

  President Stone inquired as to whether it was mandatory to wear a mask?   
  Mr. Davis replied there is no county regulation or statewide regulation but it is 

definitely recommended.  He said the State of Maryland does have a requirement and a 
person can be fined for not wearing one. 

 
 
 
  Kathy Mace stated in relation to the COVID-19 that she was in receipt of the 

$100,000 check from the Governor and it has been put in a separate account by 
recommendation of the Auditor’s Office. 

 
  She said it was the Governor’s desire to look at supporting  first responders as 

much as possible with the money. She has been working with OEM/911 Director Duane 
Hamilton, Preston County Health Director V.J. Davis and County Health Officer Dr. Fred 
Conley on ways to get more bang for their buck and touch every first responder that they 
can.  

   Currently they are looking at personal protective equipment (PPE) and automatic  
ventilators to go on ambulances. They are getting some recommendations on these items 
to make sure that these things are compatible to everyone. 

 
  Ms. Mace noted that the money must cover March 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.  
  
  Kathy also discussed the guidelines that are in place on how to open up 

businesses, including county government.   She said it was important to note that the stay 
at home order is through April 30th and she will be taking the next 10 days to do some 
planning so when the doors open things are organized. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approval of Minutes –  March 17, 26, 2020 and April 1, 2020 
        Commissioner Smith moved to approve the minutes of  March 17, 2020,  March  26, 2020 and 
April 1, 2020. Commissioner  Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners 
Smith, Price  and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  
        
 
 
 
 
Proceedings in Vacation -April 9, 2020 through April 15, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on April 9, 2020 thru April 15, 2020 inclusive, 
and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no exception or 
objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Estate Settlements – None 
 
 
 
 
 
Quarterly Fiduciary Commissioner Reports-Sheila K. Williams, Attorney at Law-2020 Quarter Estate 
Status Report; dated April 6, 2020 (See attached.) 
 



 
 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action-Reappoint Robert Bailey, PSD#4 board member-6 year 
term retroactive to March 1, 2020 expiring February 28, 2026 
 
                       Commissioner Price moved to reappoint Robert Bailey to the PSD#4 board for a 6 year 
term retroactive to March 1, 2020 to expire February 28, 2026.  Commissioner Smith seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 
 Commissioner Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A.  Change Legal Holiday-Primary Election from May 12, 2020 to June 9, 2020 
   

        Kathy Mace asked for a vote to change the legal holiday for the Primary Election 
from May 12, 2020 to June 9, 2020. 
       Commissioner Price moved to change the legal holiday for the Primary Election 

from May 12, 2020 to June 9, 2020.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll 
call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.  Update on Primary Election Center 



  
      Ms. Mace presented an update on the Primary Election Center and a  lease       

agreement  for space in the corner mall at the Kingwood Plaza to be used for poll worker 
training and early voting for the 2020 June Primary Election and the 2020 November 
General Election. The space will be rented for the period of  May 1, 2020 thru December 
31, 2020 for $600.00 per month and includes utilities. 

  
    Commissioner Smith moved to authorize the Commission President to sign the lease 

agreement  between the Preston County Commission and CGP Development for the Early 
Voting  Center.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
  Commissioner Price thanked the operators of the Kingwood Plaza for the upgrades and 

their cooperation with the county to make this agreement happen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C.  Budget Revisions 
 Kathy Mace presented budget revisions for OEM/911 and the Sheriff’s 
Department.  
 Commissioner Smith moved to approve the budget revisions for the Sheriff’s 
Department and OEM/911 as presented by Kathy Mace.  Commissioner Price seconded the 



motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  
Motion carried. (See attached.) 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
D.  Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 Applying for a grant to purchase a new x-ray inspection system for court house. 

 Meeting with Duane Hamilton, V.J. Davis and Dr. Fred Conley to go over procedures 
for reopening the county for business. 

 Met with hospital re: squaring up the property and the dirt project 

 Looking at committees, appointments and vacancies 

 Public signage-updating 

 Checking on the delivery of a vehicle for the Sheriff’s Department 

 Spring Projects-stagger vendors for projects at Animal Shelter, door work and 
landscaping 

 April 30, 2020 – 10:00 a.m. phone conference with Risk Pool 

 April 30, 2020 – 12:00 p.m. phone conference with the courthouse security 
management team   

 
 
 
 
 
Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
 
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   

 
    

 
 
 
  
Information 



 
A. Minutes – April 14, 2020 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
 
 
Commissioners Comments 
 
 Commissioner Smith reminds everyone to complete the 2020 Census. This impacts funds 
  for education, roads, law enforcement, highways, senior citizens and numerous other things. 
 
 Commissioner Stone reminds everyone that April is clean-up month in Preston County. 
 
 Commissioner Stone mentioned the National Day of Prayer, which is not sponsored by  
 the Preston County Commission, originally scheduled for May 7, 2020 on the courthouse lawn 
 has been canceled and will now be a virtual day of prayer. New information on this will be 
 posted on the County Commission website page. 
 
 Also, Commissioner Stone noted if any Fire Departments or first responders need any additional 
  personal protective equipment or (PPE) they are to contact Duane Hamilton at OEM/911. 
 
  
 At 9:53 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Special Session adjourned. 
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