
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF PRESTON, Ss: 
 



 
 

The Preston County Commission met in Regular Session at 9:00 a.m., July 14, 2020 in the 

County Commission Meeting Room in the Annex Building. 

 

   

 The meeting was called to order by President Samantha Stone who invited those present to 

join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

President Stone then declared the following Commissioners present:   Don Smith, Dave 

Price and Samantha Stone. 

 

  

Also present was Kathy Mace, County Administrator. 

  

The following persons registered their attendance during the meeting:    

  

  V.J. Davis, Director – Health Department     Biff Armstrong-IT           

     Connie Ervin-Assessor   Deanna Lively 

   Jennifer Lewis-Chief Tax Deputy                Angie Whetsell  

 

 

 

           Commissioner Price moved to authorize payment of all properly presented and 

 approved invoices.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken 

 with Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 

  

 

Commissioner Smith moved to approve the Tax Correction List, dated July 14, 2020 in the 

amount of $3,115.64 as presented by Assessor Connie Ervin.  Commissioner Price seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

There were no Notice of Apportionments, Consolidation of Land or County Court Splits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Recognition of Scheduled Appointments 
 
  

9:03 a.m.  -  Preston County Health Department-COVID-19 Virus Update 
  Commission President Stone introduced V.J. Davis, Director of the Preston County 

Health Department with a COVID-19 Virus Update. 
  Mr. Davis reported that Preston County currently has 81 tested confirmed positive 

cases; 21 probable cases; 2 deaths; 77 have recovered and they still continue to track 23 
actives still under quarantine. 

  They completed the community testing on Friday and Saturday and tested 733 
people, most of which were from Preston County.  He said Monongalia County was doing 
testing the same day and was backed up so he believes some of ours was carryover from 
them.  As soon as he gets the results back, he will put out a press release with the results. 

  He said yesterday the Governor closed the bars in Monongalia County and reduced 
statewide the number of social gatherings from 100 to 25 and also closed fairs and festivals 
due to the huge uptick in cases in West Virginia in the last couple of weeks.  

 
 
 
 
 
9:10 a.m. – Jennifer Lewis, Chief Tax Deputy – Regarding West Virginia Interactive and the 

West Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles – Update 
  President Stone introduced Jennifer Lewis, Chief Tax Deputy. 

 Ms. Lewis explained that the Preston County Tax Office was selected to be a test site for 
the DMV that will give them more access to the DMV system which will allow them to 
better help the public when processing vehicle renewals to cut down on customer wait time.   

Only Monongalia, Preston and Pleasants Counties were selected to be test sites.  She 
said there are additional fees associated with the process. 

  
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approval of Minutes –  June 15, 2020 
 
        Commissioner Smith moved to approve the minutes of June 15, 2020. Commissioner Price 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  
Motion carried.  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proceedings in Vacation – July 2, 2020 through July 8, 2020 
 
Under NEW BUSINESS Commissioner Smith moved to dispense with the reading in open court of the 
proceedings of the Clerk of this Commission, had in vacation on, July 2, 2020 through July 8, 2020 



inclusive, and to approve and confirm the same as presented by the County Clerk, there having been no 
exception or objections filed thereto. (See attachment) 
                                 
 

 
 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Estate Settlements – June 29, 2020 thru July 2, 2020 
 
Commissioner Price moved that the proceeding estate settlements and/or waivers thereof, having been 
filed for a period of ten (10) days prior to the commencements of this term and there being no exceptions 
or objections filed thereto, be approved and confirmed. (See attached.) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith 
and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Fiduciary Commissioner – None 
 
 
 
 
Old Business – Consideration and/or action  
 
New Business – Consideration and/or action – 
   

A. Friends of the Cheat (FOC) letter – Requesting a letter of support for the AML 
Pilot Grant 
                Kathy Mace presented  a letter of support for Friends of the Cheat for a 
project that has been going on since 2008.   A Cheat River Trail Interpretative Center 



for the rail trail that goes along the Cheat River in Preston at the old Patriot Mining 
site.  
               Commissioner Price moved to sign the Letter of encouragement for Friends 
of Cheat.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Price, Smith and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
B. Preston County Parks and Recreation Commission (PCPaRC) letter – requesting 

a letter of support for the AML Pilot Grant 
   
          Ms. Mace presented an AML Pilot Grant for the development of the Kingwood 
Trailhead Park and Northern Rail-Trail Gateway in west Kingwood. 
 
     Commissioner Price moved to sign the Preston County Parks and Recreation 
Commission letter of support for another AML Pilot grant.  Commissioner Smith 



secondedt he motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Price, Smith and 
Stone voting yes.  Motion carried. (See attached.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Request for funding Town of Bruceton Mills – dam project 
     Ms. Mace presented a request from the Town of Bruceton Mills for the 
Commissions consideration for financial support from the commission for the 
Bruceton dam project.  Total cost of the project is $42,500.00. 

  Commissioner Smith said he has been working with Laura Delaney and other 
representatives from the Governors office on the project. They would like to get a 
financial commitment to at least get the permitting done before spring flood season.  
They are afraid it could erode back another 10 feet. 

  Commissioner Price said he met previously with the conservation agency that 
takes care of streams and after inspection, believed it would also involve some dam 



work because of its proximity to the dam. The conservation agency indicated they 
didn’t have money for that and he indicated to them that the commission didn’t have 
money for that either. 

  It was suggested that when Commissioner Smith got an idea of what they are 
asking for financially then it could be presented again. 

 
 
 
 
 
Administrator’s Report – Consideration and/or action 
 
 

 President Stone recognized Kathy Mace for the Administrators Report. 
 

A. Update COVID-19 Virus 
 Ms. Mace stated that the county facilities continue to practice what they have been 
following, by asking questions and taking temperatures, always taking direction from 
the health department. 
 She has been refreshing signage and continues to seek funding opportunities under 
the CARES funding.   
  
  

B. Update on HVAC controller project for the Preston County Courthouse 
 The new controller and valve are in and the project is finished. 
  
          

C. HAVA Grant Approval 
   Ms. Mace presented a HAVA Grant for security and election equipment in the  
        amount of $33,589.88 for the purchase of 4 additional precinct scanners, to have as  
        spares, and the physical security for the election equipment at the Kingwood Plaza. 
 
   Commissioner Smith moved to approve and sign the HAVA Security Grant  
        application.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
        Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
D. Approve lease for Dailey Property – Community Corrections Program 



 Ms. Mace presented the Community Corrections Program lease on the Dailey 
property located on Court Street in Kingwood.   
 She said the document has been reviewed by the attorneys on both sides for 
FAMCO LLC and for the Preston County Commission.  It was reviewed by the Risk 
Pool and one slight change was incorporated into the lease. 
 Commissioner Smith moved to authorize the President to sign the document lease 
for the Community Corrections Program.  Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  
A roll call vote was taken with Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  
Motion carried.  
  

 
E. Election Center – Updated 

 Ms. Mace has moved forward with the lease agreement concerning the Kingwood 
Plaza that would expand the location from early voting to a place for storage of the 
equipment and a place to do programming.   
 The document has been printed and has been given to the Prosecuting Attorney for 
review.  She hopes to have something to present next week. 
  
 

F. Budget Revisions 
 Kathy Mace presented budget revisions for the Sheriff’s Department and the 
Preston County Commission. 
 Commisioner Smith moved to approve both the budget revisions as presented. 
Commissioner Price seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with 
Commissioners Smith, Price and Stone voting yes.  Motion carried.  
 Ms. Mace was then reminded of another budget revision that was needed for Coal 
Severance due to it being the last day to incorporate unincumbered funds.  She said 
Coal Severance ended the year with $72,518.14, rounding up to $72,519.00.  Of that 
amount, $70,000.00 goes for the budget to start the budget year and the remaining 
amount of $2,519.00 will be put into the regional jail account. 
 Commissioner Smith revised his motion to approve all budget revisions that have 
been presented today including the Coal Severance.  Commissioner Price seconded the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Commissioner Smith, Price, and Stone voting 
yes.  Motion carried.  (See attached.) 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



G. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 Wednesday, July 15, 2020 – 2:00 p.m. weekly conference call with health 
department 

 
  

 
Personnel Matters-Consideration and/or action     
Legal Matters-Consideration and/or action   

 
Information 
 

A. Minutes – None 
B. Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 
  
                       
Commissioners Comments 
 
 
     Commissioner Smith – Tuesday, July 21, 2020 Zoom meeting with CVB.   
                              Tuesday, July 21, 2020 Commission meeting; 10:30 a.m. 
             Tuesday, July 21, 2020 - 1:00 p.m. Zoom meeting with DOH 

 
     Commissioner Stone – Over the last few weeks several residents have reached out to her with       

concerns over various secondary roads.  There are major concerns coming in around the county about 
the work the DOH has been doing to the secondary roads that have been tarred and chipped.  She has 
also received concerns of some bus routes.  She is currently working on this and will be addressing these 
issues with the DOH on their meeting on the 21st. 

 
       
 
 
 At 10:16 a.m., there being no further business to come before the Commission, President Stone 
declared the Regular Session adjourned. 
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